Government maintains state of
emergency in energy sector

Government is maintaining the state of emergency in the energy sector, given that the
situation on foreign markets remains volatile. The state’s interventions to protect
energy security were presented at today’s Government meeting by the National Crisis
Management Center (CNMC).

“l promised we would not maintain the state of emergency in the energy sector even
one day longer than necessary. We had planned and were preparing to go to
Parliament this Thursday with a proposal to repeal it - as | announced last week during
the cabinet meeting. Regrettably, reality has changed. The situation on foreign
markets remains extremely volatile,” said Prime Minister Alexandru Munteanu.

According to the CNMC, the crisis in the energy sector should not be interpreted as an
isolated event linked to Vulcanesti-Isaccea overhead power line, but as a sequence of
external shocks that required a gradual, firm response focused on protecting citizens.
These include the situation in the Middle East, where disruptions in the Strait of
Hormuz continue to put pressure on global oil and gas flows; maintenance of refineries
in Romania, which has limited the volumes available for import; and Russian attacks
on infrastructure in southern Ukraine.

The declaration of the state of emergency in the energy sector on 25 March made it
possible to repair the Vulcanesti-lsaccea power line in record time; it was put back into
operation on 28 March 2026, just five days after the Russian attack. It also allowed, by
way of derogation from the Urban Planning Code, the rapid installation of storage and
balancing systems without the bureaucracy of construction permits. This measure was
taken in order to significantly reduce the implementation time of green energy
projects. In addition, a consumption reduction plan was implemented, leading to an
approximately 3% decrease in national energy consumption, saving vital resources
during peak hours.

The measures taken under the state of emergency in the petroleum products sector
were the most visible for citizens. Whereas on 26 March, 182 fuel stations reported a
lack of diesel, today, after the introduction of balancing measures, there are only 41
stations (6.9% of the total). The measures applied included: reducing the price
calculation period from 14 to 7 days; unblocking existing funds of Lukoil-Moldova
operator exclusively for the purchase of fuels and their delivery only within the



country; limiting sales in containers to a maximum of 20 liters, which stopped
impulsive stockpiling and stabilized consumption at the normal average of 1,500 tons
per day.

An important aspect of the crisis management strategy was the protection of the
agricultural sector, given that this period of instability coincided with seasonal
agricultural work. Energy security is directly linked to food security, which is why diesel
reserves intended for agricultural operations were permanently monitored in order to
identify and prevent in time any major shortage risks for farmers.

At present, although Vulcanesti-lsaccea power line has been repaired, risks in the
energy sector have not disappeared, and maintaining the state of emergency during
the Easter holidays is a precautionary measure, giving the Government the necessary
tools to prevent possible disruptions.

“It is taken into account that the Easter holiday period involves maximum population
mobility and implicitly, increased fuel consumption due to higher domestic and cross-
border travel. At the same time, the shutdown of Heat and Power Plants could
significantly reduce cogeneration capacity, by up to 200-220 MW. Meanwhile, in April,
the resumption of full-capacity activity is expected in several industrial sectors, which
will generate an additional increase in consumption. Under these conditions, although
the market has been stabilized at a coverage level of 6-7 days of available fuel, there
is a risk of a gradual decrease of these stocks,” the CNMC Report reads.

“The risks have not disappeared. Attacks can be repeated at any time, including
during the Easter holidays. Under these conditions, repealing the state of emergency
now, on the eve of the holidays and in an extremely unstable geopolitical context,
would be an irresponsible decision. Still, | want it to be very clear: we will use this
instrument with maximum prudence, responsibility and transparency,” underlined
Prime Minister Munteanu.

The CNMC and Ministry of Energy report will be presented to Parliament and made
public by the end of the week. If the situation in the energy sector stabilizes, after the
Easter holidays, on April 23, Parliament will examine the repeal of the state of
emergency.




